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QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

THE SPIRIT GLORIFIES CHRIST.

REV. S. J. CROWE, D.D., WARREN, O.

Man’s chief end is to glorify God and

to enjoy Him forever. The glory of God
•is a universal law, without exception.

Unconverted men and fallen angels glor-

ify God under the penalty of the covenant

of works, while converted men and unfall-

en angels glorify God in harmony with the

.covenant of grace, and throughout eternity

Avill perfectly fulfill the conditions of a

perfect obedience, which is all that God’s

law requires. The heavens declare the

glory of God, and the skies His hand

works preach. The Father glorifies the

Son and the Son glorifies the Father.

The Holy Spirit glorifies the Son and the

Scriptures teach that each of the persons

of the Holy Trinity glorify each other.

All the material creation glorifies God

according to the will of God expressed in

natural law. All spiritual creation is

under obligation to glorify God accord-

ing to the Scriptures, either willingly or

unwillingly, and cannot escape. In fact,

the great plan of redemption is glory to

God in the highest, and all sinners saved

in this way do glorify God in their own

salvation. The glory of God is co-exten-

sive with the universe, and in majesty

remains an immutable law from everlast-

ing to everlasting.

The Holy Spirit glorifies the human
nature of the Son of God.

The message of the angel to Mary was

that “The Holy Ghost shall come upon

thee, and the power of the Highest shall

overshadow thee; therefore also that holy

thing which shall be born of thee shall be

called the Son of God.” This is the

mystery of Godliness, God manifest in the

flesh, in which a glorified humanity was

born of a sinful maternity by the Holy

Ghost. This human nature is holy, harm-

less, undefiled and separate from sinners,

made in the likeness of sinful flesh, pos-

sessed with perfect ability to glorify God
in all relations in life, and did so to the

last jot and tittle, and then in union with

the divine nature, ascended up on high,

leading captivity captive, having pur-

chased gifts for men that God the Lord

might dwell in the midst of them. This

He did as the King of Glory, having mag-

nified the law and made it honorable in

the perfect sacrifice offered on the altar

of His divinity by the Holy Spirit.

Jesus glorified in the furnace of tempta-

tion by the Holy Spirit.

Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit

into the wilderness, to be tempted of the

devil. The Holy Spirit revealed to the

human nature of the Son of God a perfect

knowledge of the Scriptures, thereby

making known to Him all His duties to

God and man in the covenant of redemp-

tion. One important duty was to be

tempted in all points like as we are, yet

without sin. This was part of His suf-
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ferings as the Captain of our Salvation.

Perhaps the most bitter ingredient in the

cup that Pie drank next to the hiding of

His Father's face in G-ethsemane and on

the Cross, was the dreadful necessity of

companionship with Satan and subject to

his temptation. Holy, harmless, unde-

filed and separate from sinners, He was

forty days in the wilderness, subject to

the temptation of the father of lies, who

goes about as a roaring lion, seeking whom
he may devour. No one can express the

depth or measure the degree of suffering

during forty days of heart-breaking

temptation, when in the interest of a lost

race and in defense of the truth, He
flashed out the sharp sword of the Spirit

and put to flight the enemy of God and

man. It‘ was a transcendent victory in

which the human nature of the Son of

God was glorified by the Holy Ghost.

The Holy Spirit glorifies the Son of God

by vindicating all His claims in the

Scriptures.

The Word of God records the character

and kingdom and claims of Jesus Christ

as the Son of God, and the Saviour of

men. The Holy Spirit gave inspiration

to all the writers of the Bible, that they

might faithfully and accurately record the

perfections of the Son of God and the

perfect Kingdom He came to establish.

Its citizens have perfect character, and

are governed by perfect laws. Be ye

therefore perfect, as your Father in

heaven is perfect. Fair as the moon, clear

as the sun and terrible to enemies as an

army with banners. No one to hurt in all

God’s holy mountain. “After this I be-

held, and, lo, a great multitude which no

man could number, of all nations, and

kindreds and peoples and tongues, stood

before the throne and before the Lamb,

clothed with white robes and palms in

their hands; and cried with a loud voice,

saying, Salvation to our God, which sit-

teth upon the throne, and unto the

Lamb. “These are they which came out

of great tribulation, and have washed
their robes and made them white in the

blood of the Lamb.” The transcendent

glory of Jesus Christ in the great work of

redemption fills heaven and earth with

glory and honor and unspeakable joy.

The angelic annunciation, Glory to God
in the highest, and on earth peace, good

will toward men, is confirmed in heaven

and earth, and Jesus is glorified as King
and Lord of all. These things the angels

desire to look into with rapture and de-

light; the marvelous work of redemption
fully engaging their attention as it ought

to engage the rapt attention of every

human being in preference to all earthly

considerations; and the book tells us that

it is the theme of congratulation and

thanksgiving by that mighty multitude

which no man can number, who are called

to the marriage supper of the Lamb. All

these claims, and multitudes more, stand

or fall together. Not one of them can

be false without all being false, and the

testimony of the Holy Spirit is that Jesus

Christ is the Son of God, made to be Head

over all things to His own body, the

Church, to the glory of God the Father,

King of kings and Lord of lords. This

testimony is complete, running through-

out the entire book, and never can be

gainsaid or refuted. The whole Bible is

Christo-centric. Taken in its entirety, it

is -all the gospel of Christ, and is re-

splendent with the glory of the Son of

God in His Kingly coronation. The tvpal

coronation recorded in His triumphal

entry into Jerusalem is the pledge of His

final enthronement and coronation.

“The Eternal Father puts upon the head

of the Eternal Son

A crown which in itself is many crowns.

And then, from amidst the throne a

voice
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Commanding hallelujah. And forth-

with

From Cherubim and burning Seraphim,

And from the hierarcha 1 presbytery,

And from the Bride low at the Bride-

groom’s feet,

And from the principalities and powers,

And hosts of angels ranked in endless

files.

As sounds the roar of mighty multi-

tudes.

Or rush of many waters in still night,

Or thunders echoing from hill to cloud,

Arise that pealing coronation hymn

:

Crown Him forever, crown Him King of

kings

!

Crown Him forever, crown Him Lgrd of

lords

!

Crown Him the glorious conqueror of

hell

;

Crown Him the everlasting Prince of

Peace

;

Crown Him Jehovah, Jesu, Lamb of

God.

Hallelujah ! Hallelujah ! Amen.

Into this perfection of glory and beauty

in the Kingdom of Jesus Christ all earth-

ly kingdoms will he absorbed, as the stars

are lost in the sun and of its increase and

peace there is to be no end. This glory,

given by the Father to the Son as Medi-

ator, is the triumphant and victorious

banner of His followers in every age and

in every conflict. This is indicated in the

Revelation when Jesus rides forth on the

white horse, conquering and to conquer,

and in righteousness He doth judge and

make war, and the armies which were in

heaven followed Him upon white horses,

clothed in fine linen, white and clean.

And out of His mouth goeth a sharp

sword, that with it He should smite the

nations; and He shall rule them with a

rod of iron; and He treadeth the wine-

press of the fierceness and wrath of Al-

mighty God. And He hath on His ves-

ture and on His thigh a name written :

King of kings and Lord of lords. The
Holy Spirit teaches that all authority and

power in heaven and earth are vested in

Jesus as Mediator, to be delivered up to

the Father, when His mediatorial work is

done. “This is My Beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased

;
hear ye Him.” Jesus

is shown by the Holy Spirit to supersede

and outrank Moses and the prophets. It

was prophesied of Him by Moses that He
should rise, and that to Him the people

should attend. (Deut. 18, 15-18.) He is

the Wonderful, Counselor, the mighty

God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince

of Peace. The government is upon his

shoulders. He is the witness to the peo-

ple, the Leader and Commander. (Is. 9,

(5-7; 55, 4.) All judgment has been com-

mitted to His hands, and henceforth it is

His word, and His word alone, that is

authoritative and binding upon all men.

(John 5, 20-25.) Therefore, it is char-

acteristic of Him to say by the Holy

Spirit, “Verily, verily, I say unto you,”

and on this ground we are to hear Him
and whatsoever He saith unto us, we are to

do. The command of Jesus Christ, writ-

ten on two tables of stone on Mount

Sinai, “Love God supreme, and your

neighbor as yourself,” and taught through-

out the New Testament, is co-extensive

with the universe and stands as perfect

and unchangeable law from eternity to

eternity. This is not negative, but posi-

tive, and covers the whole breadth of our

conscience Godward and manward. It is

the Summum Bonum, and is worthy of

the death of the Lamb of God to establish

forever throughout His universal domin-

ion even the harmonies of heaven. In

His conflict with Satan in the wilderness

Jesus taught that whosoever would save

his life should lose it, and emphasized His

higher law as controlling all trades, pro-

fessions and occupations. Whether ye eat
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or drink or whatsoever ye do, do all to the

glory of God. Right is forever right, and

wrong is forever wrong, and must not be

pleaded as an excuse or temptation. Else-

where Jesus said to His disciples, “Seek

ye first the Kingdom of God and His

righteousness,” and all things shall be

added unto you. The glory of God and

the good of men were supreme in the life

and work of Jesus Christ, and bv so

doing His own glory is made perfect.

Christ is glorified in His great work of

intercession.

“I pray for them which Thou hast given

Me, for they are Thine, and all Mine are

Thine, and Thine are Mine, and I am
glorified in them.” “Father. I will that

they may behold My glory, which Thou

hast given Me.” His right hand upon

divinity, His left hand upon humanity,

He made mercy and truth to meet to-

gether, and righteousness and peace to

kiss each other mutually. With infinite

loyalty to the throne of God and infinite

love to His redeemed children, He secures

their right to the tree of life in the Para-

dise of God by asking each one to plead

guilty to every sin committed. He does

not ask them to prove an alibi or plead

self-defense or the insanity dodge, as is

done in human courts by sinful advocates,

but admits every wrong done by every

client as a sin against God and without

excuse. He then interposed His own per-

fect righteousness, in which He magnified

the law and made it honorable in His

sacrificial life, death and resurrection, and

said, “Father, 1 will that they may be

with Me, to behold My glory” and God is

just in the salvation of the redeemed of

the Lord. This is glory to God in the

highest, because the plea is good, justice

upon Himself and not on His children, and

does not reflect on government or law or

administration, and glorifies all the per-

fections of Deity in the holiness of God.

The Holy Spirit glorifies Christ by beau-

tifying and perfecting the Church.

Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty,

God shines. Christ is made Head over all

things to His own body, the Church, and

in it as His peculiar treasure is His glory

specially manifest. In the second chapter

of the Acts of the Apostles we have a fore-

shadowing of what is promised when a

nation will be born in a day. The

Saviour’s glory will rise in glad hosannas

over all the earth to the glory of God the

Father, as the box of precious ointment

in Mary’s hand, when broken, filled all

the house. In like manner, when Satan’s

kingdom is broken and destroyed, the

whole earth will be filled with the

majesty and glory of the Kingdom of

Christ. And blessed be His glorious name

forever, and let the whole earth be filled

with His glory. Amen and amen. The

progress of the Kingdom of Christ is sym-

bolized by the rolling stone of Daniel,

seen by the King of Babylon in his night-

vision, which interpreters agree refers to

the power and expansion of the Kingdom

of the Messiah. High amidst the moun-

tains of the Lord, a stone, cut out without

hands, began to roll down upon the earth

and crushed the great image and the king-

doms of the world, until in its vast ex-

pansion, it filled the whole earth. Chris-

tianity, by a divine impulse and inspira-

tion, has been sent out from the throne of

God and of the Lamb, led by the guiding

hand of Omnipotence, to Christianize

all countries and kingdoms, and make

universal the glorious Church and King-

dom of Christ. In the language of the

prophet, “They shall teach no more

every man his neighbor, and every man

his brother, saying, Know the Lord;

for they shall know Me, from the

least of them unto the greatest of them,

saith the Lord.” When Jesus was born,

the shepherds stood entranced. For “Lo,
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the angel of the Lord came upon

them and the glory of the Lord shone

round about them.” In the midst of the

glory, as in a chariot of descending light,

a holy company now appears, for suddenly

there was with the angel a multitude of

the heavenly host, praising God, and the

angel said, “Unto you is born this day in

the city of David a Saviour which is

Christ the Lord.” This was the advent of

the King of kings, and loud from the

heavens rang the chorus of His coming,

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth

peace, good will toward men;” and this

angelic harmony will roll on forever until

the glory of the Lord shall fill the whole

earth, even as the waters cover the sea.

This is not the glory of an earthly con-

queror, built upon the carcasses of the

slain in the field of carnage, but the glory

of Emmanuel, an almighty Saviour, who
shed His own blood for the salvation of

lost men, that is lauded in heaven and

earth by the choral anthems of angelic

hosts. This magnificent Kingdom, es-

tablished by the blood of the Lamb for the

salvation of His own body, the Church,

will deal justly with all those who refuse

its sovereign protection. Judgment will

begin at the house of God by the King of

Zion, and all those who have not liked

to retain God in their knowledge and who

have not only done evil things themselves,

but have had pleasure in them that have

done them. Those who have had line upon

line and precept upon precept in the

preaching of the gospel, and who have

been lulled into sleep by the pleadings of

mercy as well as by the thunders of de-

nunciation. Those who have no cloak for

their sins will perish like Nadab and

Abihu before the mercy seat, or like the

inhabitants of Jerusalem bedewed by a

Saviour’s tears, when they said, Let^His

blood be upon us and on our children.

All those of this day and generation where

there is so much of light, knowledge, and
opportunity, who decline the glory of sal-

vation even by neglect, shall perish with

a retribution peculiar to themselves and

different from Jew and Pagan, for none
shall escape if they neglect so great sal-

vation.

This leads me in conclusion to sa}r that

the Church is not glorious unless emi-

nently missionary. The Kingdom of

Christ makes missionary effort co-ordi-

nate and co-extensive with the human
family in order that all may be saved.

The marching orders of the King of kings

includes the preaching of the gospel to

every creature and excludes none from

the offer of salvation. This is His

answer to the cry of distress that comes up
to the ears of the Lord, our righteousness,

from the suffering millions of earth. To
be parsimonious in this grand work of

mercy, is cruelly criminal and does not

measure up to the grandeur and glory of

the transcendent work that Jesus has

commissioned the Church to do. Encom-
passed as we are with a great cloud of wit-

nesses, whose heroic spirits have met death

in all its forms, and have stood firm

amidst all danger, undismayed by persecu-

tion, unterrified by adversaries, brave

spirits of martyred missionaries who in

all ages have suffered for the truth as it

is in Jesus and triumphed in that they

suffered. Hear the voice of that peerless

and veteran missionary, the apostle Paul,

as he encourages the youthful Timothy in

the following language, “Watch thou in

all things, endure affliction, do the work

of an evangelist, make full proof of thy

ministry. For I am now ready to be

offered, and the time of my departure is

at hand. I have fought a good fight; I

have finished my course; I have kept the

faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me
a crown of righteousness which the Lord,

the righteous judge, shall give me at that
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day; and not to me only, but to all them
that love His appearing.” Thus in the final

consummation, when the Saviour shall sit

upon the throne of His glory, Paul, that

aged veteran, shall join in the shouts of the

myriads of the redeemed, whose hallelujahs

shall surpass the thunders which shall de-

stroy the material universe, and shall sit

down in the throne of Christ’s glorjq even

as He is set down in the throne of His

Father’s glory. Xo matter then if Syria

is a hard held, keep on in the glorious

work even as Jesus kept on at Jerusalem,

until His work was finished. Yes, keep

on, for amidst all the peculiar obligations

that Jesus has devolved upon the Chris-

tian Church, none is more striking than to

rejuvenate and Christianize His covenant

people, the Jews, in order that the greater

fulness of the Gentile nations may come

in. We ought to remember that the land

flowing with milk and honey given to

Abraham in perpetual covenant, should be

redeemed from the hand of Satan and his

servants, the Turks, and made to lead the

whole earth in benevolence, obedience and

loyalty to Jesus Christ. Through the

cowardly and sinful backsliding of the

Jews, the precious footsteps of Jesus all

over that covenant land have become the

footsteps of Satan and the unspeakable

Turk, and Mount Zion, the joy of the

world, lies desolate. It has a history

without parallel as the citadel of Jehovah,

and ought to be made more than it ever

was, even in the palmiest days of David
and Solomon. It is the key to the whole
line of Satan’s breastworks, and ought to

be stormed and taken bv Christian soldiers

armed with the whole armor of God, led

on bv the Providential hand of the King
of Glory, whose sharp sword never turns

back or surrenders in the day of bat-

tle, but smites to the dividing asunder

and complete destruction of every enemy.

Then establish schools and hospitals

and churches for the glory of God in the

salvation of lost sinners and press on to

a triumphant victory which is already

promised. The prophet in the twenty-sec-

ond Psalm, after recording the sacrificial

death of the Messiah on the cross in all its

minuthe, predicted universal empire in

the closing paragraphs. “All the ends of

the world shall remember, and turn unto

the Lord
;
and all the kindreds of the

nations shall worship before Thee. For
the Kingdom is the Lord’s; and He is the

Governor among the nations. All they

that be fat upon earth, shall eat and wor-

ship; all they that go down to the dust

shall bow before Him; and none can keep

alive his own soul. A seed shall serve

Him; it shall be accounted to the Lord

for a generation. They shall come, and

they shall declare His righteousness unto

a people that shall be born, that He hath

done this.”

This world would be redeemed to God in a very few years if all who bear the name

of Christ knew the full meaning of the love of Christ, the love that passeth knowledge,

that conquers, that is irresistible; the love which the human heart everywhere craves.

May God fill our hearts with such a love now; and may our young people go out with

something like a seraph’s zeal and a Christlike love and hasten to the great nations

sitting in darkness, waiting unconsciously for messengers to come from some place in

the name of Christ. These messengers will not come from the skies; they will not

come back from the dead. The people who are to save this world are living in it to-

day, and Christ begs of us to take His name with His commission, and go forth in per-

fect confidence that the time is hastening on when all the kingdoms of this world shall

become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ forever .
—Bishop Thohurn.
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.

ABROAD.
Alexandretta, Syria.—A private let-

ter from Mrs. Jennie B. Kennedy to Mrs.

Sonunerville contains some items that we

take the liberty of publishing, in regard to

the work carried on in this field by Rev.

and Mrs. S. H. Kennedy, as representa-

tives of the Reformed Presbyterian

Church in Ireland and Scotland:

We have had in many respects a very

successful year's work. There have been

316 pupils in the school. We have taken

a little over £25 stg. in fees, and rve have

sold about the same amount in school

1 looks and Bibles. Miss Metheny has made

a good Superintendent, and her health is

very much improved since coming out.

There were five persons received into

the Church during the year. I have de-

voted most of my time to house to house

work among the women. For this work

we have had two native Bible women em-

ployed, and during the year we have pre-

sented gospel truth to 3,863 persons. Be-

sides. we have been teaching fifteen women

to read the Scriptures for themselves.

Mersina, Asia Minor.—A personal

letter from Miss Sterrett, dated June 18,

brings the good news that Mrs. C. A.

Dodds, who had been seriously ill, was

then on the way to recovery.

It also spoke of Davida and Lulu,

daughters of Rev. and Mrs. R. J. Dodds,

having left for America the previous week.

And we are glad to be able to report their

safe arrival in New York the first week

in July.

Cyprus.—In a letter dated May 29,

Rev. Walter McCarroll sends an item or

two

:

Since last writing you we have had

more difficulties with which to contend.

A few weeks ago the Turkish boys in our

school all left except one. The Turkish

preacher in their mosque had preached

against us. and warned parents of the

danger which their children were in of

being proselytized. A wealthy Bey used

his influence with the parents, and as a

result, the boys were all taken out. It

was a great disappointment ; but we are

sure that somehow in God’s own time, our

sorrow will be turned into joy.

We were startled also when we were in-

formed that a bill had been introduced

into the Legislative Council to “prevent

proselytism.” The proposed law defined

proselytism as “the act of using any psy-

chological or physical force or any threats

with intent to compel, or the act of giving

pecuniary grants or any other rewards

whatever, or of simply promising such

grants or rewards with intent to persuade

any person to change the religion he pro-

fesses, and follow another religion.” Any
one guilty of such an offense to be liable

to imprisonment for a term not less than

six months and not more than two years.

Of course, we do not come under the

above definition except for the word “psy-

chological,” which could be construed to

mean anything. Yet it would not be a

difficult thing to secure false witnesses to

show that we promise rewards and use

threats, etc., to induce men to become

evangelicals. Indeed, such is quite com-

monly believed now. The King’s Advo-

cate, however, assured me that there was

no possibility of such a bill becoming a

law.

The end of last month we visited the
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brethren in Kyrenia and conducted com-

munion there. We are all in usual health.

Tak Hing, China.—An official letter

from Rev. A. I. Robb, written May 28,

contains two or three brief items that may

be given to the churches:

Xo opening has yet been secured in Do

Sing, nor in Lin Tan, either: and for

the time we are shut up to present limits,

with a decided disposition on the part of

the Chinese, from the Empress Dowager

down, to limit the foreigner as far as pos-

sible. At the same time, I do not feel

that our work is being limited in any

harmful way. My time is well taken

up now with mv training school, and my
brother does most of the preaching. - - -

The work is the Lord’s, and we shall try

to develop it as He directs. Two little

girls from the school yesterday applied for

baptism. They are too young yet, one

eleven with heathen parents, and the

other fourteen with only two months’

training, but it does good to them to com-

mit themselves.

A letter from Rev. Julius Ivempf under

date of June 14 will interest our readers:

The girls’ school closed on May 30 with

appropriate exercises. There were twelve

pupils. Five of these return to heathen

homes, and we trust that the truths which

they have learned will be used by the

Spirit to bring light to these darkened

homes. For the last half of the year the

pupils were entirely under the instruction

of Mrs. Wright, assisted by Drs. Kate and

Jean McBurnev, the native teacher having

to return home on account of sickness.

We are hoping to hear of a teacher being

sent out this coming fall. She will find

good facilities and no lack of opportuni-

ties to exercise her talent. I inclose pic-

tures of the school building, thinking they

may be of interest to the prospective mis-

sionary. The picture of the interior was

taken from the large recitation room, and

gives a view of the dining room on the

right and a small class room on the left.

The large recitation room has thirty desks

and room for a dozen more. The upper

floor is divided into two large sleeping

rooms.

The sad news of Miss Cunningham’s

death has reached us. The Syrian field

has lost one of its faithful and most effi-

cient workers. It is not long since we

passed through similar experiences, so we

can truly sympathize with our fellow

workers in Syria. That the Lord of the

Harvest will thrust forth laborers into

the vacant places in Syria, as well as in

China, is our oft-repeated petition, as we

gather around the family altar. The fact

that the call for workers remains so long

unanswered gives pain and sorrow to no

other heart more than to that of the mis-

sionary in the field.

We are having some bright, clear weath-

er; and although it is very warm, it is a

very desirable change from what we have

been having all winter. The winter was

an unusually wet season. Up until May
!) it rained almost constantly for forty-five

days. The river rose over its banks and

flooded the town, some of the streets being

as much as six feet under water. Many
rice fields have been flooded so long that
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there is little hope for the early crop of

rice.

The Viceroy in Canton became very

much concerned about the damage caused

I iv the rain and floods, so one day he went

in person to a certain temple to pray the

gods to cause the rain to cease. When he

reached the temple lie found it in a very

filthy and neglected condition. He was

so incensed at finding the temple in such

a condition that he fined the monks in

charge two thousand dollars, and then set

a guard over them to compel them to pray

incessantly night and day until the rain

should cease. Fortunately for the monks

it stopped raining on the third day.

%
A letter from Rev. A. I. Robb, though

not intended for publication, contains an

item or two that he will pardon me for

giving to the churches:

Then, as to Our new station : We sent a

man again this week to Do Sing to try to

get possession of the rented property, but

without success. To suggest the situation,

let me recall to your mind that the old

system of examinations was abolished in

China last fall, and that schools largely of

the rank of academies at home have

sprung up all over the country. New
studies have been introduced into these

on Western lines. The supply of teachers

is limited and the expense is several times

that of the old system. These “Hok

Tongs,” as the schools are called, are not

in general favor with a very large class.

The methods used to raise money are quite

shady, and the general populace regard

them as being of foreign origin. ’ The stu-

dents ape Western manners and clothing

as much as possible in many of the

schools. And all over the country the

students are called “yap hau tsais” (little

enter church brats), which suggests vivid-

ly the fact that the common people either

regard the “Hok Tongs” as being identical

with the Church or closely connected with

it. The fact that it is not so does not alter

the present significance of the situation.

Now at Do Sing they have a “new school,”

and having been hard up for money, have

imposed a tax on the people who have

products to sell, even down to eggs, chick-

ens and wood, and the people resent it.

Last week they had a theatre and a lot

of the students went in a body and per-

sisted in standing up, to the detriment of

those behind them; and when remon-

strated with resented any interference.
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and a free fight occurred, in which tl;e

students, by sticking together, came off

best. You can easily see that being iden-

tified, in the minds of the people, with

that movement, they naturally do not love

the idea of having us for neighbors. The

landlady refuses her rent, and wants to

pay back the money already received, and

call it off. We may have to do it, as I

consider it hardly wise to attempt to call

in political influence to hack us up in our

work now. An appeal to the Consul would

perhaps get us what is legally ours, but

would not help our moral position, and

might hurt it. And the officials at present

have their hands full enough with the new

affairs that new conditions are springing

on them, and most of them arc doing their

best.

My training school boys are working

hard, and give promise of usefulness. I

inclose a photo of them for your inspec-

tion; also one of Tak Hing City and the

Mission. Half the city is shown.

Dr. and Mrs. Wright are away in Can-

ton, she studying schools. lie went to

purchase glass, etc., for the hospital, but

found Dr. Todd ill, and is doing his hos-

pital work for a few days until he re-

covers.

The North German Missionary Society cultivates the idea of self-support in its

stations in Togoland, West Africa. Its native Christian constituency numbers 3,790

persons. Reckoning as money the value of materials or work contributed to the

church buildings, the contributions of the Togo Christians last year to Church work

amounted to a little more than $5,000 .—Bureau of Missions.
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Allegheny, Pa.—Central Board reports as follows for June

:

Financial Statement.

On hand

May 1/06.

Southern Mission $2816.01

Indian Mission 3096.88

Chinese Home Mission 709.07

Sustentation Fund 4478.23

Deficit.

Domestic Mission 918.85

Domestic Mission.—The quarterly div-

idend will be declared at the July meet-

ing—the last for the year 1905-1906. Rev.

H. H. George, D.D., alternate Rev. E. L.

McKnight, was appointed to preach for

the East Craftsbury Congregation and

visit the people. Rev. T. M. Slater was

appointed to visit the Covenanters in Al-

berta, Canada.

Two of tbe members of the Board will

be assisting at the fall communions at the

missions : J. W. Sproull at the Indian

Mission and R. C. Wylie at Selma, and

will represent the Board.

Correspondents will please take notice

that my address has been changed from

122 E. Ninth Avenue, to Pusey Apart-

ments. Maryland Avenue, Allegheny City,

New Concord, 0.—Miss Sarah Jane
Isaac died at the Home for the Aged in

Allegheny, Pa., March 2, 1906. She was
a faithful member of tbe Xew Concord
Ladies’ Missionary Society for many
years, and was a rare example of patience

and submission to the will of God. Al-

though for a long time we were deprived

of her presence, we enjoyed her frequent

letters, which showed her Christian char-

acter, her faith in God, and her deep in-

terest in the Master’s work. We as a

Society bow in submission to God’s will.

On hand

Receipts. Expenditures. June 1 ,’06.

$130.51 $518.33 $2428.19

806.58 1406.48 2496.98

11.00 108.33 611.74

153.89 4632.12

266.25 652.60

In the suddenness of this call we realize

the uncertainty of life and the Master’s

voice saying, “ Be ye also ready.”

Miss Sara M. Stewart.

Mrs. Rebecca B. Robb.

The L. M. S. of Xew Concord, ()., offer

this tribute of love and respect to the

memory of Mrs. Xanev A. Gibson, who

was called to that rest that remaineth for

the people of God, Jan. 20, in the eighty-

fifth, year of her age. We bear testimony

to her earnest Christian character. During

years of weakness she was ever patient and

cheerful, and her interest in the work of

the Church and the reforms of the day

never failed, always doing what she could

in the work for Christ. While we mourn

the loss of one who has long been con-

nected with us, and one of the oldest mem-

bers of our Society, we can ever cherish

memories of her thoughtfulness for oth-

ers, and may her life be a stimulus to us

to greater earnestness in every good work.

We extend our sympathy to the aged sis-

ter and friends of the deceased, and com-

mend them to the Saviour whom she

loved. Committee.

Philadelphia, Pa —The Ladies’ Mis-

sionary Society of the Third Reformed

Presbyterian Church of Philadelphia of-

fer this tribute of love and respect to the

memory of Airs. Mary J. Taylor

:

v



180 News of the Churches.

A long and faithful life in the Mas-

ter's vineyard was closed with the death

of this Christian woman. Her love for

the Saviour was deep and abiding, and

she was ready to do His will. We as a

society mourn the loss of our sister and

friend, yet we rejoice in the assurance

that her work was done, and that she is at

rest. Although of a retiring disposition,

she, when able, was always with us, with

her cheery smile, and encouraging words.

To the bereaved family, at whose fire-

side now stands the vacant chair of the

loving and faithful mother, we extend

our tender and loving sympathy in this

their hour of great sorrow, commending

them to our dear Heavenly Father, who

doeth all things well. “Blessed are the

dead which die in the Lord, from hence-

forth
;
yea, saith the Spirit, that they may

rest from their labors, and their works do

follow them/’

Mrs. Anna MacKnigiit,
Mrs. Kate Servis,

Mrs. K. C. Montgomery,
Committee.

Stirling, Kans.—The Ladies’ Mission-

ary Society of Stirling, Kans., desires to

place on their minutes a record of their

appreciation of the life work of their

friend and sister, Mrs. John B. Alexan-

der: She was quiet and unobtrusive in

manner : a good neighbor, as was testified

to by the presence and kindly ministra-

tions in the closing hours of her life of

those who were her near neighbors ;
a

loving mother and grandmother, and a

tender, devoted wife; and a loyal Cove-

nantor, manifesting a true Christian spirit

in all things at all times. She loved her

Bible from Genesis to Revelation. Every

word in the sacred book was treasured in

her heart as the word of God. She took

especial delight in the book of Psalms.

She delighted in the ordinances of God’s

house, often appearing in the social fel-

lowship and public worship of the sanc-

tuary, when her feeble step and pallid lips

gave evidence of the great effort she made

to be present in the place where God has

said His name is recorded, and that there

He will meet with His people to bless

them. She loved the people of God. Her

pastor was always warmly welcomed in

her home. She was many years a great

sufferer, and a very patient one. It was

the writer’s pleasant privilege to visit her

often in the closing years of her life, and

we always felt it was good to be with her,

as her conversation seemed to lead from

this world to a better country. For here

we have no continuing city, but we seek

one to come, a city which has founda-

tions, whose builder and maker is God,

which country and city we doubt not she

now enjoys.

The bridegroom came suddenly at last

and found her watching and waiting, with

lamp trimmed and burning, with oil suf-

ficient in the vessel of her lamp, ready to

enter in with the bridegroom to the mar-

riage. Blessed are those who are found

watching for the Master’s coming. Sisters,

may we too be found watching, waiting

for the coming of our Lord.

To the bereaved husband, children and

grandchildren, we extend our sympathy.

Mrs. B. T. Dodds.

Mrs. Zella Huston.

What you call hindrances, obstacles, discouragements, are probably God’s opportu-

nities .
—Horace Bushnell.

vfT wer to

Wc arc not sent into the world to do anything into which we cannot put our hearts.

—John Bushin.
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MONOGRAPHS.

DURING TWENTY YEARS.*

Standing on the threshold, ready to

enter upon another year’s work, let us

glance backward over the twenty years of

our organization. When it was remarked

by one that this annual meeting would

be the twentieth anniversary, the question

was quickly asked, “Can it be twenty years

since our Society was organized?” This

suggests to us the flight of time. Some

of us wore young mothers then; now we

are gray-haired grandmothers. At a meet-

ing of the Pittsburg Presbytery, held in

Eighth Street Church, April 14, 188G, a

request was presented from Parnassus

Woman's Missionary Society asking that

a committee he appointed for the purpose

of organizing a Presbyterial Missionary

Society. It is nowhere stated what the

opinion of the Presbytery was in the mat-

ter. or whether the ministers had faith

enough in the women to trust them writh

an organization of their own so far-reach-

ing as Pittsburg Presbytery. However,

the request was granted, and the following

committee appointed : Mrs. J. K. Orr,

Mrs. W. W. Carithcrs, Mrs. J. W. Sproull,

Mrs. I). B. Wilson, Mrs. J. C. McFeeters.

This committee, realizing that the King’s

business required haste, proceeded at once

to take steps toward the organization of a

Woman's Presbyterial Missionary Society.

The committee met and organized, and

it was unanimously decided to hold a con-

vention in the Pittsburg Church on June

24, 1886, composed of two delegates from

each local society in Pittsburg Presbytery.

The report of this first meeting of the

committee was very interesting reading.

*Spoken at the twentieth anniversary

of the Woman's Missionary Society of

Pittsburg Presbytery
, May 15, 1906.

It seemed to me the influence of the Holy

Spirit was so manifest in everything said

and done by them that good must come

from their work. The convention met,

with delegates p resent from eighteen local

societies, and an organization was effected

with the following officers : President,

Mrs. J. T. Morton ; Secretary, Mrs. J. W.
Sproull; Vice-President, Mrs. J. L. Mc-

Cartney; Treasurer, Mrs. J. R. McKee. A
fine programme was rendered, with sub-

jects appropriate for the beginning of such

a work as would be done by the Society.

Mrs. R. J. George, whom we shall call

the Joshua of the organization, offered

the following resolution: Resolved, That

we express our gratification that the Synod

of our Church has taken steps toward the

enlargement of our foreign mission op-

erations by the opening of new fields, and

that this Presbyterial Association under-

take to raise $1,000 for this purpose this

yea t\ And that our officers be authorized

to pledge this amount to the Board, to be

expended in whatever field they may
select.

The resolution was adopted, and over

half the amount pledged by the delegates

present. Others not being prepared to

pledge, said their societies would do their

share. Xo definite action was taken de-

signating where the new field would be.

A short history of the local societies was

called for to lie given by the delegates. 1

will just give a little bit of the history of

Miller’s Run Society, which was organized

in 1844, met annually, membership dues

25 cents, had a big dinner in the home
where the society met. The society soon

died, from overeating, they say—rivalry

among the cooks, rather than for the

spread of the gospel. This society was

reorganized in 1879. The pastor in an-
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nouncing the meeting, added of his own
accord, “.Nothing to cat need be expected/’

]t is said to have worked admirably in

this case. Local societies, take notice;

don't make eating the feature of your so-

cieties.

It was no easy matter to decide where

this new mission field would be. This

question was to be determined at tbe sec-

ond meeting of the Society, to be held in

Wilkinsburgh Church, Mr. Carithers then

the pastor. China, India and the North

American Indians, each had ardent

friends, and it was feared that we might

not be able to unanimously decide on any

one field.

Everything that day, prayers and

speeches, seemed to be a link in the chain

of Divine Providence pointing in the one

direction. After a season of prayer for

Divine guidance, the vote was taken, which

resulted in the birth of the Indian Mis-

sion. The next thing was to find a mis-

sionary, which was a matter not easily de-

cided. The Mission Board met and elected

one after another to take up the work.

The women, true to their pledge, brought

in the Linds. The great discouragement

then, as well as now, lay in the unwilling-

ness of the men appointed to go forward.

After several elections and failures to have

a man take up the work, the Board again

met. Bev. Carithers, then a member of

the Board, proposed that they have a sea-

son of prayer, and that each member
would then vote for theman he felt was best

qualified for the work, irrespective of the

work lie was now engaged in. Mr. Carith-

ers was at once chosen. We think if some

such method was tried in connection with

the choice of men to fill vacancies in our

mission fields, the Lord would make a

choice which would result in good for the

work. Mr. and Mrs. Carithers had at

their last communion, unknown to each

other, dedicated their lives anew to what-

ever work the Lord would call them to.

Mr. Carithers was then the beloved pastor

of Wilkinsburgh Congregation. One dear

sister in speaking of his last communion,

said his people sang with streaming eyes

and strong faith:

“They in the wilderness that dwell

Bow down before Him must.”

Although the time has not been long,

this prophecy has been fulfilled. When
the congregation of Indians was organized

the Children of the Wilderness did indeed

bow down to their chosen Lord.

The missionaries in the field, the work

grew in interest. The funds were always

forthcoming for the work. A matron was

appointed and sent into the field, the local

societies being responsible for her sup-

port. At the seventh annual meeting a

committee was appointed to prepare and

forward a memorial to Synod on the ne-

cessity of taking steps to provide a home

for aged people and an orphanage if prac-

ticable, the Society pledging support and

co-operation in the carrying on of the

same. This home has indeed proved a

great blessing to many of God’s children,

who have spent their last days in peace

and comfort, and have passed from it to

their heavenly home.

Just here I would say I do not think as

a Presbyterial we are as much interested

as we should be. It seems to me, if we

had an annual report of the work and the

needs of the home our local societies

would be more interested in the home, and

would support it more liberally, financially

as well as in sending supplies to the home

and in visiting it when possible to do so.

Having now reached the fifth anniver-

sary of our Indian Mission, which had

been so blessed of God, our hearts were

stirred, and a resolution was offered by

Mrs. if. -I. George and unanimously adopt-

ed, that we hold a thanksgiving anniver-

sary during the month of June of the
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present year. An invitation was extended

to meet in Beaver Falls, which was ac-

cepted, and a committee on arrangements

appointed with Mrs. B. ,T. George chair-

man. This was a glorious meeting. The

church was crowded with ministers, ciders

and business men of our own denomina-

tion and representatives from our mission

fields. Our beloved Mrs. Carithers rep-

resented the Indian Mission, and with a

heart overflowing with love for her work

she told us of the needs of the Indian.

T. ,7. Speer, who was soon afterward

promoted to his heavenly reward, told of

the negro sitting in darkness and the

shadow of death.

Young l)]
-

. Metheny. represented the

foreign mission, with its 'encouragement

and discouragement. There were many

interesting and touching incidents, of

which I cannot now speak. Some who

had designated the amount of thank of-

fering they intended giving, doubled it

before the offering was taken. 'I'll is was

the beginning of our thank offering ser-

vice, which is a part of our annual pro-

gramme. 'the thank offering being taken,

it required some little time to open the

envelopes and count it. By an oversight

of the programme committee, there was

nothing to fill in this time. The old Bible

Psalms were used for that purpose. It

seemed to me I had never heard anything

so appropriate as the missionary Psalms

which were sung with so much enthusi-

asm, interspersed With special prayer for

the Missions. It was hoped that the of-

fering would reach $2,000, but it fell

short, only being a little over $1,600.

The next year it was a little over $1,000,

but never again reached that amount until

after the appointment of our Thank Offer-

ing Secretary, Mrs. A. Steel, who, through

her earnest and untiring effort, has

brought it up several hundred dollars each

year.

We have not taken up any special work

aside from our Indian Mission. Pledges

for the support of helpers have been re-

newed, and requests sent to the Church

Courts from time to time, one being a re-

quest to Synod that some special work

should be assigned to the children of the

Church, which, if assigned, has never been

systematically carried forward. This re-

quest is one which I think it would be well

to renew. Children are a very important

factor in both Church and State. The

1 >oys and girls of to-day will be the men
and women of to-morrow. Our work has

been carried on without much energy or

enthusiasm on the part of any. There

have always been dear sisters willing to

assume the • leadership of the work, and

have proved faithful in the same. There

has always been an invitation to meet in

some one of our churches. Our meetings

have been characterized, bv harmony and

good will, each obeying the -Scripture in-

junction, esteeming others better than her-

self. This organization has been a school

in which we have learned much. We have

increased in confidence in ourselves, in

one another, in the work which we have

undertaken, and in the promises of God’s

Word. When we were first organized we

were too timid to lift our voice to the

throne of grace in the presence of a min-

ister. Well do I remember the first meet-

ing which I attended. When the hour

came for opening there were two or

three men in the house : I think two of

them were ministers. They rose and left

the church, fearing they were confusing

the women. One D.D. told me not long

since that he was invited to retire from

the church during the devotional hour.

He said he had never been in a woman’s

meeting during devotions.

We. have become acquainted with one

another, with the homes and children.

The range of our friendship and sympathy
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has been widened for the households of

faith in our own Church, though I do not

think we are as devoted to our own mem-
bership and the work of our Church as we

ought to be. Our sister United Presby-

terians pride themselves in their love for

one another and for their Church. There

is no reason why we should not be more

drawn to one another. There are so few

of us, we can be acquainted with almost

all our members and ministers.

We have passed over twenty years of

our organization; we have held our meet-

ings regularly
;
we have fulfilled our finan-

cial obligations to the Board; we have

done much more than we thought we could

do. One thousand dollars for the salary

of a missionary seemed a large sum when

we began. The fear was that we would

Withdraw our support from the other

fields. But not so. Our contributions to

the Missions were increased. All this we

have done, but have we done all we could

?

Can the Captain depend on us? The

accompaniment of a Christian life is sac-

rifice. Our example is Christ Himself.

What was the measure of Iiis sacrifice?

It was Himself. His all He gave for us.

It is a very easy thing to give a little time

and a little money annually to the work

of the Lord, but not so easy to give our-

selves. We must sacrifice and do it lov-

ingly. 1 attended not long since an all-

day missionary conference of all the de-

nominations in our own city; and, while

we had papers on home as well as foreign

missions, our thoughts seemed to linger

around the home.

We as women should be all-round mis-

sionaries. The first commission given by

the Saviour after His resurrection was to

a woman. “Go tell of a risen Saviour.”

Should not we with willing feet run to tell

the glorious news of a Saviour ready and

willing to save? Tell it to our households.

Tell it to our neighbors and our friends.

Tell it to the whole world. I think we

are under far greater obligation to our

Saviour than are our brothers, when we

see the contrast between the women of

gospel lands and the heathen. It is the

gospel which has lifted us to the level of

our brothers and allows us to stand where

we do to-night. Woman last at the cross

and first at the sepulchre. Did not Christ

take special notice of women while here

upon earth ? How often He spoke words

of comfort and cheer to them. Behold

His compassion for the widow of Xain

in raising her only son from the dead;

for the Svrophenician woman in healing

her daughter, and encouraging her with

the words, “0 woman, great is thy faith”;

the woman taken in sin, “Go and sin no

more”; the diseased woman, “Thy faith

hath saved thee”; the Samaritan woman,

and numberless others, of whom we read

in His blessed Word.

We have a prayer circle which includes

all of our missions and missionaries.

Prayer is the lever that moves the arm

that moves the universe. Every great mis-

sionary movement had its beginning in

prayer. The day of Pentecost when all

were in one place praying; the Beforma-

tion of Scotland
;
John Knox praying,

“Give me Scotland or I die”; William

Carey went to India after a great Church

revival. We do not need more men,

women and money so much as we need

more earnest, definite prayer. Christ is

waiting to save those for whom He has

died, not willing that any should perish,

but that all should come to Him and be

saved.

The treasurer’s report for the eighteen

years is as follows:

For the Indian Mission $19,117.47

Thank offering 9,3G4.57

My dear sisters, cannot we double this

amount in the next twenty years?

At the first communion held in the In-
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dian Mission in the spring of 1891, there

were eight Indians who sat down to the

communion table; last communion, 80.

We can give figures and numbers, but we

cannot estimate influence. Eternity alone

will tell the results of our work. ‘‘They

shall come from the east and from the

west, and shall sit down with Abraham
and Isaac and Jacob in the Kingdom of

God.”

Mrs. T. J. Blackwood.

New Castle, Pa.

PRAYER- A BASIS OF MISSION

WORK.*
I have gotten the inspiration for my

theme this morning from a chapter in

that splendid book of Arthur T. Pierson,

“Forward Movements of the Last Half

Century.” In the introduction he says,

“The half century that has just passed

has been lustrous and illustrious for the

multiplied philanthropic Christian mis-

sionary activities which have sprung up on

every side, as growths of God’s own plant-

ing. But whatever has been thus far accom-

plished, we can only think of Coleridge’s

words about ‘the petty done’ and the

‘vast undone.’ Modern methods, hundred

handed as they are, have not yet begun

to overtake the misery and poverty, want

and woe of humanity. Beginnings are at

best but starting points, not goals; reve-

lations of possibilities rather than records

of achievements. With the progress of

the race come new disclosures of human
need, need so various, so multiplied, so

extreme as almost to paralyze effort by the

measureless field of opportunity which it

presents. The great question still awaits

an answer. How shall we cope with the

destitution and distress which manifest

themselves in myriad forms all about us?”

*Read before the Iowa Woman's Pres-

byterial at Wyman, la., and requested for

publication in Olive Trees.

Those who have led the way in godly

enterprises have seen the radical need to

make sure first that the foundation of all

service is well laid on the bed-rock of

God’s eternal plan, and that will make the

whole structure of our Christian activity

to take on new projiortions and dimen-

sions, a new solidity and beauty, and to

prepare us to build into it gold, silver and

precious stones, not wood, hay and stub-

ble. To be thus in fellowship with the

great architect and builder gives a divine

character to our whole work. It becomes

in fact His work rather than ours; and,

like the temple of old, it grows up toward

completion noiselessly, symmetrically, with

no carnal elements built into it, with no

stone or timber misplaced, and with no

attempt to reshape by tools of worldly

wisdom and human invention the blocks

which the Divine workman has hewn and

polished in His own quarries and work-

shops.

Arthur T. Pierson says : “If our best

forms of service are to risk no collapse,

but prove equal to the growing needs of

mankind, some conditions are needful on

our part, that we may command blessing

from above. The Word of God must be

restored to its supreme place as the in-

spired, infallible testimony of God; the

personality and power of the Holy Spirit;

the indispensableness of Christ to human
salvation; the universal priesthood of be-

lievers, and the need of a simple and

spiritual worship; the call to separation

and self-denial for Christ—these and like

truths must be preached, taught and

driven home to the conscience until God’s

people are brought into more personal,

living and loving sympathy with Him-

self.”

Thus far all great epochs of spiritual

activity have been circles with one center

—a revival of evangelical piety—and even

within these smaller circles, with a uni-
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form center, prayer. In other words, all

wider or smaller enterprises of a true

Christian character have one center, a

new approach to God in believing suppli-

cation and intercession. John Wesley un-

consciously founded a great movement

known as Methodism, whose results al-

ready are five and one-half million ad-

herents; but all can be traced back to a

holy club of four that met in Lincoln

College, Oxford, one hundred and seventy-

six years ago for cultivation of holiness

and prayer. The great revivals that swept

over the Lnitcd States and Great Britain

between 1830 and 1860 were all the results

of prayer that began with a few burdened

souls. The China Inland Mission leaped

into life under the inspiration of one

man's supplication. The Bristol Orphan-

age. with its numerous charitable insti-

tutions and missions in all lands, may be

traced to that one apostle of prayer,

George M idler. One has well said, “If

we are to sweep a wider circle of power

around now unoccupied territory and have

progress, the compass of all our plans must

fix its foot in the firm, pivotal center of

believing prayer and the higher holiness

that is bound up inseparably with devout

and privileged communion with God.”

The Church confronts the world with

its thousand million unconverted souls

scattered over fields continental in breadth

and thus far has not been able to reach

them with the gospel. While at home

there is a widening gulf between the

Church and the world which the Church

cannot bridge, and intemperance, licen-

tiousness and anarchy become more threat-

ening and revolutionary. The union of

all disciples in common prayer and self-

surrender to God for holy living and serv-

ing, suggests the one practical solution of

the problem at home and abroad, if not of

all the perplexities of our Christian life.

The power of prayer is the perpetual

sign of God’s working in the human soul

and among men, the standing miracle of

the ages. Upon no one thing does the

Word of God so frequently and heavily lay

the stress of both injunction and invita-

tion, to no one agency or instrumentality

are effects so marvelous. It is a truth

that belongs to the highest altitude both

of Divine teaching and human experience

that ,the one way for man to command
the supernatural lies through the closet.

Jonathan Edwards lived on the verge of

the unseen world and was in peculiar con-

tact and communion with it. His biog-

rapher says: “From ten years of age his

prayers were astonishing alike for the

faith they exhibited and the effects they

wrought or secured. His communion with

God was neither a dream of an excited

fancy nor an invention of an impostor.

Yet it was so rapturous that the extraordi-

nary views which he obtained of the glory,

love and grace of the Son of God so over-

came him that for an hour he would be

flooded with tears, weeping aloud. Such

prayer brought power no less wonderful

than that of Peter at Pentecost. In 1747

Jonathan Edwards pealed out his trumpet

blast, summoning the whole Christian

world to prayer. That trumpet call to

universal prayer one hundred and fifty

years ago marks a turning point in modern

missions. Edwards thought that only di-

rect, divine interposition would meet the

emergency, and his words at the time show

that he expected such divine working in

answer to believing prayer. The results

that followed reveal beyond doubt that if

the Church of God will but pray as she

ought, every other blessing and enlarge-

ment will come to her missionary work.

At this precise juncture, across the seas,

another trumpet peal was heard, summon-

ing all disciples to united and special

prayer “for the effusion of God’s Spirit

upon all the churches, and upon the whole
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habitable earth.” The era of prayer was

now fairly inaugurated. In England,

Scotland, Ireland and Wales and through-

out New England and the Middle States

believers began to pray for special bless-

ings. and to come together for united sup-

plication.

The full significance of those concerted

prayers can never be fully known until

eternity opens its doors and unfolds its

sealed books. But we can trace to those

prayers, offered at the darkest hour of

modern Church history, the inauguration

of the new era of universal missions. Out

of those prayers came the establishment

of the monthly concert of prayer in 1784;

the founding of the first distinctively for-

eign missionary society of England in

1792; the consecration of William Carey

to oriental missions in 1793 with all the

wonderful work of that pioneer, who, with

his co-laborer, secured the translation of

the Word of God into forty different

tongues, and the circulation of 200,000

copies, providing vernacular Bibles for

500.000 souls within the space of a half-

century. All that modern missions have

wrought on four continents and the isles

of tlie sea; all the doors that have opened

into every new land of pagan, papal,

heathen or Moslem peoples; all the hun-

dreds of organizations, formed to cover

the earth with its golden net-work of love

and labor
;
all the hundred translations of

the Bible into the dialects and tongues of

mankind
;

all the planting of churches,

mission stations, Christian homes, schools,

colleges, hospitals, printing presses and

the vast machinery of gospel efforts; all

the thousands of laborers who have offered

to go, and have gone, to foreign fields;

all the Christian literature; who shall say

what is not attributable to those prayers

that from Lincoln College, Paulersbury

and Northampton went up to God a cen-

tury and a half ago?

Have we not in missionary work fallen

into the snare of worldly care? Do not

missions stand in our thought too much

as an enterprise of the Church and too

little as the work of God, of whom the

Church is the commissioned agent ? Back

of all other causes of the present perplex-

ity in mission work, behind all the apathy

of individuals and the inactivity of the

churches, all lack of enthusiasm and of

funds, all deficiency of men and means, of

intelligence and of consecration, of readi-

ness to send and of alacrity to go, there

lies one lack deeper, more radical, more

fundamental—the lack of believing

prayer.

Prayer is the greatest force that we can

wield. It is the greatest talent which God

has granted us. He has given it to every

Christian. There is no aristocracy of

prayer, but a wide, impartial democracy

in this matter. We may differ among

ourselves as to wealth, social position, ed-

ucational equipment, native ability, in-

herited characteristics; but in this matter

of exercising the greatest force that is at

work in the world to-day, we stand on the

same footing. It is possible for the most

obscure woman in a church with a heart

right toward God, to exercise as much

power for the evangelization of the world

as it is for those who stand in the most

prominent positions. Therefore, no one

is excusable if she commits the great sin

of omitting to pray. What right have 1

to leave unappropriated or unapplied the

greatest force which God has ordained for

the salvation and transformation of men
and for the inauguration and energizing

of Christian movements?

We should pray for our missionaries, if

possible by name. We have no right to

send out workers unless we mean to back

them up by prayer. Let us not forget the

converts and native Christians. They have

come out of great sin, superstition and
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degradation. Many of them are yet weak,

but fiercely tempted. From their ranks

are to come the efficient workers of the

future. As Samuel interceded for Israel,

so we should say, “God forbid that I

should sin against God in ceasing to pray

for you.” We should ask for silver and

gold to carry on the Lord’s work. It was

said of Gossner, the pastor of Bethlehem

Church, in Berlin, “He prayed mission

stations into being and missionaries into

faith; he prayed open the hearts of the

rich, and gold flowed from distant lands.

Before his life ended, he had sent out one

hundred and forty-four missionaries, and

usually had not less than twenty depend-

ing dii’ectly upon him. More things are

wrought I)}
- prayer than this world dreams

of/’ Our missionary meetings should be

devotional, filled up with earnest, intelli-

gent prayer, Carmel Mounts, where Elijah

like, with bowed heads, importunately we

lay the hand of faith on the golden key

of prayer and unlock the windows of

heaven until a barren earth is made fertile

with showers of blessings.

The first necessity for the Church and

the world is also the first petition of the

Ixrnd’s Prayer, “Thy Kingdom come,” of

which the hallowing of God’s name is the

preparation, and the doing of God’s will

is the consequence. What if where one

now prays a hundred were bowed down

!

What if in place of worldliness and luke-

warmness that is eating at the vitals of

spiritual life, there might be a revival of

faith in the supernatural, a new and uni-

versal awakening to the fact that God is a

present, living, faithful, prayer-hearing

God: that the closet is Iiis ante-room

—

nay, audience chamber—where He, to the

suppliant soul, extends His scepter and

says, “Ask what thou wilt in Jesus’ name
and it shall be given unto thee.” The late

Mr. Neesima, of Japan, said to his fellow

countrymen when planning an evangelistic

tour, “Advance on your knees.” To work

without praying is practical atheism; to

pray without working is idle presumption;

but to work and pray together, to baptize

all work with prayer and to follow all

prayer with work, that is an ideal life.

Mrs. W. C. Allen.

Washington, la.

MINUTE OF FOREIGN BOARD.
The Board desires to place on record

a brief minute concerning Miss Martha

Cunningham, who departed this life

March 9, 190G, at Suadia, Syria. Born

June 16, 1858, in County Tyrone, Ireland,

brought up in Belfast in connection with

the College Street Congregation of the Re-

formed Presbyterian Church, on Dec. 15,

1881, she was apnointed by the Irish and

Scotch Foreign Mission Committee to the

Mission in Antioch, Syria. But, as it was

deemed best for the preparation for her

work, and specially for the study of the

Arabic language, she resided in Latakia;

and in 1884 settled in Antioch. Her

health was infirm in 1887, and she re-

turned to Britain, and studied medicine at

the Zenana College, London, securing her

certificate there.

Under a mutually agreeable arrange-

ment between the Irish and Scotch Com-

mittee and this BoarcLUVliss -Cunningham

entered upon her mission work in Suadia

in the spring of 1889, but this arrange-

ment was dissolved in 1895, and in com-

plete accord with the brethren in Britain,

Miss Cunningham received an appoint-

ment from our Board, and was continued

at Suadia. Her remarkable and unusual

natural talents of mind and body, united

to a highly endowed spiritual devotion to

mission work, has indeed characterized her

through all these years.

The universal testimonies of those di-

rectly associated with her, or who have

been brought under her influence and ex-
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ertions for the welfare of others, and es-

pecially the poor, .the women and the chil-

dren in school and neighborhood, warrant

the Board in placing on its Minutes

the very highest testimonial to her con-

secration.

And further, we rejoice and thank the

Lord, Who was pleased to accept her ser-

vice, and crown it with His evident bless-

ing during her natural life, and has now
taken her soul to the heavenly mansions,

for the- endowment and the gift of such a

life to His Church on earth.

Walter T. Miller,

Henry O’Neill,

Committee.

Our lives are wondrously hallowed by contact with individuals whose atmosphere is

that of C'hristlikeness. “There are men and women in whose company we are always

at our best. While with them, we cannot think mean thoughts or speak ungenerous

words. Their mere presence is elevating, purification, sanctity. All the best stops of

our nature are drawn out by their intercourse, and we find a music in our souls that

was never there before.”

If this be the hallowing influence of Christ-like men and women, who can measure

the uplifting, inspiring effect of a daily companionship with the Christ Himself?

“Ten minutes,” said Professor Drummond, “spent in His society every day, ay, two

minutes, if it be face to face and heart to heart, will make the whole day different,”

"We sometimes wonder,” writes another, “'at the superior sanctity of some men’s

lives, and yet the grand, simple secret of their sanctity is the fact that their lives are

filled with the sense of God, and spent in conscious fellowship with Him. And that is

your privilege and mine. As a matter of real personal experience, we al^o may be able

to say, ‘Thou art with me.’ T am continually with Thee.’ Into all the duties and

difficulties and evils of life we may take with us the thoughts of God’s nearness, and

thus shall all life’s relationships and interests and activities be thereby hallowed.”

—

Ex.

“Not many years since,” writes a minister of the gospel, “I had occasion to solicit

funds to aid in the prosecution of a work of benevolence. I stepped into the office of

a Christian friend, with whom I had a partial acquaintance, and incidentally men-

tioned the unpleasant business before me, and inquired of him for the residence of a

certain beneGTRmt'hrdividual, and added that I hoped to get one dollar of him. After

receiving directions, I turned to go. ‘But stop,’ said this brother. ‘Suppose you

let me have the privilege of contributing a little of the money which the Lord lent me
to this cause. Put down twenty dollars for me.’ I expressed my surprise that he

should contribute so liberally, and remarked that I should feel it my duty not to call

on him very soon on a similar errand. ‘Well, then,’ said he, ‘my brother, I think you

will very much mistake your duty. If you knew how much pleasure it gives me to con-

tribute of my substance to the Lord, you would feel no reluctance in calling again.

Never pass me bv. Call, and I think I shall be able to do something; and if not, my
prayers shall attend you.’

”

I know no study better calculated to enlarge the understanding, and to enkindle a

noble enthusiasm, than that of Christian missions .—Bishop Andrews.

My business is to serve the Lord. I cobble shoes to pay expenses .—William Carey.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

The ministers appointed missionaries

to Syria at the June meeting of the For-

eign Board, will leave for that field as

soon as practicable. Rev. J. Boggs Dodds,

who is to serve only for a term of two

years, or until others have acquired suffi-

cient knowledge of the Arabic to take an

active part in the work, expects to be on

the way early in August. Rev. Andrew

J. McFarland will probably be in a posi-

tion to start toward the end of October.

And it is likely that Rev. Samuel Edgar,

as he intimated to some members of the

Board at Synod, shall not be able to ar-

range for his departure till next year.

Never supposing that the question of his

appointment might be reconsidered by the

Board, and allowing its previous action to

influence him in making arrangements for

the future, he formed plans for work at

home that he feels under obligation to

carry out. His decision, as we look at it,

is wise, and will have the approval of the

Church.

#
The Missions in China and Syria are

calling for teachers to take charge of the

school work in those fields. The young

women of the Church could devote them-

selves to no nobler service. While thus

employed, they are acting in the spirit of

Christ, and are walking in the steps of

those women who were so loyal to Him
both during His earthly ministry and after

His resurrection. A choice bit of mis-

sionary history published in this number

of Olive Trees tells what the mothers in

the Covenanter Church have done during

the last twenty years for the Indians, and

surely there must be some among their

daughters who are ready to go to the res-

cue of the perishing in Northern Syria.

The three missionary teachers who have

been at work in the Levant Missions, none

of them less than twenty and one of them

over thirty years, have, during all that

time, had health and strength for abound-

ing labors, while manifest success has at-

tended their faithful ministry of the gos-

pel in the schools, and, whenever practi-

cable, in the homes of the children. Here

is an opportunity for evangelistic work

that the representatives of those who were

“last at the cross and first at the sepulchre”

should not let slip.

The rings that the late Miss Jennie B.

Torrence entrusted to the Secretary of the

Foreign Board to be disposed of for the

benefit of the Mission in China, have not

yet been sold. We shall be glad to re-

ceive an offer from any one who would

like to have them, not only because of their

intrinsic value, but especially because they

speak of consecration to the service and

glory of the Redeemer. The contribution

of this missionary teacher to the school

work in Tak Hing Chau was her life, and

there must be many in the home Church

who are willing to make a contribution of

a little money to the work in that field.

At the close of the fiscal year the Treas-

urer of the Foreign Missions was able to

report an advance in congregational of-

ferings for the Syrian Mission of $1115.23
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over the plate collections for the previous

year. This is most encouraging, in view

of the large special contributions made

during that time to foreign missionary

work. But the work of the current year

will require even greater liberality,, as the

names of at least two ministers shall be

added to the payroll. We are looking for

great things. We are looking for the early

fulfillment of the Covenant promise with

the blessed results that are to flow from

its fulfillment: “I will pour water upon

him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry

ground ; I will pour My Spirit upon thy

seed, and My blessing upon thine offspring;

and they shall spring up as among the

grass, as willows by the water-courses. One

shall say, I am the Lord’s; and another

shall call himself by the name of Jacob;

and another shall subscribe with his hand

unto the Lord, and surname himself by

the name of Israel.” There are not want-

ing indications that the American Cove-

nanter Church is becoming thirsty, and

its dry ground is mutely pleading for the

promised floods. And the engagements of

God cannot be contravened. He is true,

and He is waiting for the faith of His re-

deemed people.

AJj.ivk Tbeks has recently received and

forwarded toTTfUJohn G. Chiton, the fol-

lowing contributions for the support of

native teachers in the New Hebrides:

Miss Frances E. Hyde, Ozone Park,

N. Y $30.00

Mrs. C. Richardson, Grandley, Ct.. 30.00

Mr. F. B. Wilson, Winona, Minn. 30.00

Mr. Wm. li. Moody, E. Nortlifield,

Mass 52.00

Sabbath School at Teachers' College, Co-

lumbia University, New York, through

Benj. R Andrews 27.12

In a letter from this veteran mission-

ary, dated May 25, acknowledging receipt

of March and April remittances, he writes

:

“The Missions on our islands prosper

much, in many heathen becoming Chris-

tians, in the good conduct of the converts

in helping to bring others to Jesus for

salvation, and in helping all they can in

the work of the missions generally.

“I keep pretty well now, having nearly

recovered from the effects of my accident,

though some of my bones are sore yet;

but I am again, by God’s blessing, able to

address a meeting daily and three every

Sabbath. I have been very much dis-

appointed lately. I was very anxious to

have returned for a year or a few months

to my dear converts on Anewa, as I know

they must need the residence of a mission-

ary among them for a time. They carry

on all the schools and Church work faith-

fully and successfully, but, if I could be a

little while with them, preaching and

teaching, I know it would do them good,

and they also by their letters exceedingly

desire my presence. But the Foreign

Mission Committee is not willing to let

me go. They say I am too old and feeble

to be allowed to return and live alone

there.”

When Dr. Paton, writing on his eighty-

third birthday, can talk in this way about

his desire to be constantly at work for

Christ, young men should not hesitate to

consecrate their strength to His service in

heathen lands.

%
We arc indebted to Rev. E. J. Dodds,

Mersina, Asia Minor, for a brief treatise

on “The Eucharist,” which is to be pub-

lished in Arabic, for circulation in the

mission fields. This is a full outline dis-

cussion of the Lord’s Supper, carefully

thought out and written in an instructive

and intelligible style. Its wide circula-

tion, in a country where false views pre-

vail as to the nature and design of this

ordinance, should, under the guidance and

enlightenment of the Holy Spirit, be a
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blessing to many who are now in dark-

ness as to the true significance of the in-

stitution. We should be glad, too, to

see an edition printed in this country arid

put into the hands of the young in the

home Churches.

The Missionary Review of the World

comes regularly to our office. The num-

ber for July contains articles of excep-

tional value, such as “Missionary Work
in Guam,” in which the author, Francis

M. Price, points out the difficulties and

encouragements of missionary operations

in that new territory of the United States

in the Central Pacific
;

and “Making

Bibles for the Filipinos,” in which the

writer, J. C. Goodrich, lias something to

say about the perils and possibilities of

that field. But the readers of Olive

Trees will probably take special interest

in the paper by Delavan A. Pierson, on

“The Turk and the Missionary,” as so

much of our work is carried on in the Sul-

tan's domain. We wish the editor could

have found time to visit our fields in

Northern Syria, so that the Church could

have had his impartial testimony as to the

condition of the work. This magazine is

published monthly by Funk & Wagnalls

Company, New York, and the pages of

general missionary intelligence, with which

each issue closes, are worth the annual sub-

scription price of $3.50.

A fresh illustration of the power of the gospel is found in an incident related of

Indroazofing, a woman of about forty years of age, whose home is in the Batsileo

county of Madagascar : She used to be what might be called a pious heathen—

a

strict observer of all heathen superstitions and sorceries. One day she bought an

old Bible by chance and learned to read from it, but the words meant nothing to her.

When her only child fell ill she called in ten celebrated sorcerers, paying them what-

ever they asked; but, in spite of their spells, the child died, and despair filled her

heart. She threw away her charms, abused the sorcerers, and sought a life of solitude.

To pass the time she took up her old Bible and read it. The Bible became a revela-

tion to her. There was no one there 'to guide her or to teach her; the Bible became

her consolation and her teacher. And when, some time after, an evangelist of the

churches of Iinerina came to settle in the village, he found a valuable help in her, while

both natives and Europeans bore witness to her goodness. She is a woman of remark-

able eloquence, good sense, and willingness for persomdjamficerSttidM^UiUstruck by the

high ideal of righteousness and holiness which she has, and which she owes solely to

the teaching of the Bible. And if there is now the beginning of a revival in that

church, it is due to her influence and that of the women who are in intimate con-

nection with her.

—

Ex.

We are missing the best of life if we don’t study the Bible. One verse a day is

within the possibility of even the busiest man. I want to tell you of five points given

to me by a rector of the Established Church of England in regard to Bible study. I

have found them of great value to me, and I think you will, too, if you will follow

them. They were: First, “study it through”; second, “pray it in”; third, “'put

it down”; fourth, “work it out”; fifth, “pass it on.”

—

Chapman.

I have learned that when men say a thing is impossible, the time has come for

carrying it immediately into effect.

—

Dr. William Wright.
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SEND TOR CATALOGUE.

McCLEAN,
Undertaker
and , , •

.

Embalmer,

'

Telephene, 2700 Worth Established 1800.

The J. W. Pratt Co.

Printers and

Manufacturing Stationers,

52 to 55 DUfiNE STREET, ' NEW YORK.

MACKEOWN’S

569 Seventh Avenue,
Bet. 4uth and 41st Streets,

NEW YORK.
Telephone, 416 Bryant

EYESIGHT TESTING ROOMS'
FOR SPECTACLES

21 West 42d Street, New York Telephone, -.;533 Bryant

1215 Bedford Avenue, bet. Halsey and Hancock Streets, Brooklyn, N. Y.

JAMES S. TIBBY, Sharpsburg, Ra.
SELLS THE FOLLOWING COVENANTER LITERATURE

PSALM BOOKS (old and new versions), TESTIMONY, BOOK
OF DISCIPLINE, MINUTES OF SYNOD, CONFESSION
OF FAITH, GLASGOW’S HISTORY OF THE CHURCH,
LIFE DR. J. R. W. SLOANE, TALES OF COVENANTERS,
POETS and POETRY, HOMES and HAUNTS, ROMAN-
ISM ANALYZED, HISTORY OF THE TRIAL, 1891

write; ror prices


